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English 2205, section 003 I Fall 2013

Introduction to Literary Studies
Prof. Angela Vietto
3345 Coleman Hall
Office hours:
M 1-2, W 2-3, R 2-4, F 1-2 & by appointment

Cell: 217-549-3203 (call or text before 9 p.m.
only)
Email: arvietto@eiu.edu (I will check and
reply to student emails once daily,
usually between 9-10 p.m.)

The purpose of this course, broadly speaking, is to help you move closer toward
mastery of the methods of interpretation and research used by English majors in the
study of literature. Specifically, this course will focus on
~

~
~

a set of interpretive practices that go by the name "close reading"
interpreting literary texts in historical and cultural context
situating your own interpretation of a literary text as part of a larger conversation

Coordination with Other Sections
Our class will be coordinated this semester with the two other sections of English 2205 being
offered by Professors Beebe and McGregor. The purpose of coordinating our sections is to ensure
that students in the English major share a common set of skills for literary study, to give you an
opportunity to meet and learn from more than one instructor, and to help establish a sense of
community among students new to the English major.

Plenary Sessions: Frequently throughout the semester, our class will meet in joint sessions with the
other two sections and their instructors in the Doudna Lecture Hall (Room 1210 Doudna Fine Arts
Center).

The Close Reading Cooperative
In addition to required reading, we will have some required viewing. The Close Reading
Cooperative is a video podcast in literary studies produced here at Eastern in order to help you
stay in practice with some of the nuts-and-bolts skills we'll build this semester. When podcast
episodes are assigned, I will post links in D2L to the assignments, but you can also find
available episodes by searching for "Close Reading Cooperative" on Y ouTube or following the
video link from the English Department homepage.

Texts from TRS
Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland (1865)
William Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night's Dream (ca. 1590)
Henry James, The Turn of the Screw (1898)
Katherine Dunn, Geek Love (1989)
MLA Handbook.for Writers ofResearch Papers

Information for students with disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact
the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
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Grades and Grading Scale
l4ssi.~nment

Attendance I Participation
Homework I Quizzes
Poetry Explication
Scene Performance
Turn ofthe Screw Essay
Geek Love Essay
Poetry Performance
Ringuette Cup
Mid-term Exam
Final Exam

Wei.~lu

10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%
10%

Final Gradinr; Scale
90-100 A
80-89 B
70-79 c
60-69 D
59 and below F

Attendance. Except for the days of the exams and scheduled performances, I do not require you
to explain or document the reasons for your absence. Nonetheless, missing class should be a rare
event. When you miss class (for any reason), you receive a 0 for participation, unless you make up
the class. In addition, I try to make every class meaningful so yes, when you miss class, you miss
"something important." Ifyou miss class on the day ofthe mid-term or final exam or a da_y when you are
scheduled to participate in a performance, you will not be permitted to make up the exam or performance
unless you can document an excused absence for a serious illness or emergency

Participation. For each day of class, you will be assigned a grade for participation on a scale of 110. There are multiple ways to earn participation grades, but good reading and a professional
classroom demeanor provide a solid foundation. In addition, online discussion threads will provide
opportunities for participation outside of the classroom.
When you miss class (for any reason), your participation grade will be 0, but you can make
up your participation grade by completing the appropriate make-up assignment (available in D2L).
Quizzes may also be made up in office hours, within one week of the absence. Remember that it is
your responsibility to learn what you missed and make arrangements to make it up; I will not
remind you.

Reading and Participation. Since careful reading and thorough preparation are the foundation
of meaningful discussions, and since they are also essential to your success on essays and exams,
you should consider careful completion of all assigned readings as your most essential responsibility
in this class.

Homework. Written homework will be assigned in class as needed; if you miss class, you should
check with a classmate or phone me to learn whether you missed an assignment. Homework that is
late will lose 25% of its value each calendar day it is late (that is to say, after four days, late
homework becomes an automatic 0).

Quizzes. Quizzes will be given without prior notice and may cover any material from the class,
including assigned readings, concepts discussed in class, vocabulary terms, or research methods.
Yes, concepts studied in September may come up again in November.
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Major Essays/Scene Performance. Detailed assignments for the major essays and the scene
performance to be completed with A Midsummer Night's Dream will be distributed as those
assignments approach. In addition, there may be homework assignments designed to help you
develop your ideas for those projects.
Ringuette Cup. This project will involve you working in teams in competition with other students
in all three sections of the course; you will have a large portion of the semester to work on it and I
will give a few minutes in class for you touch base with your team members, but some meetings
outside of class may also be necessary.

D2L
Course handouts and other materials will be saved in our D2L space, along with other materials
that you might need. I will also make your grades available in D2L.

Recommendations: I am happy to write detailed and persuasive letters of recommendation or to
serve as a reference on job applications for students who do excellent work and demonstrate
maturity and commitment in classes I lead. If you do your best work in my class and wish to ask me
for a letter of recommendation in the future, please remember the following: (a) keep some of your
best written work, so you can remind me of it and (b) be sure to ask for your letter at least two weeks
before it is due.
The Electronic Writing Portfolio: If you wish, you may use any essay longer than 750 words
from this class to submit to the Electronic Writing Portfolio. Submissions must be made no later
than the end of finals week. Ifyou use an essay that includes sources, remember that the list of works cited
must be included in the same v:.1ord processing file as the essay; I will have to rate essays submitted to me
for EWP that cite sources but fail to include a list of works cited as "unacceptable."

For students in the English Language Arts with Teacher Certification major: Each
semester, you should provide all your instructors in English classes with a yellow "Recommendation
for Student Teaching" form. All your English instructors except me, that is-my policy is that I
complete these forms for all students who need them at the same time, usually during the last 3
weeks of the semester.
The English Department's Statement on Plagiarism: "Any teacher who discovers an act of
plagiarism - 'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another
author, and representation of them as one's original work' (Random House Dictionary ofthe English
Language)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate
penalty, up to and including immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a
grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards."

My Statement on Plagiarism: I assume I can trust you, but if you break that trust by plagiarizing,
expect to fail the course and to be reported to the Office of Student Standards. In addition, for
students in the English Language Arts/Teacher Certification program, I will submit a negative
recommendation on student teaching. lfyou are ever tempted to plagiarize or cheat in m~y w0;r because
you feel you don't have enough time or because you don't understand the assignment, pick up your phone and
call me for help instead. Afraid you will accidentally plagiarize? Don't worry; I can tell the difference.
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Making Class Time Count
In order to make each hour we spend together productive, we each have a role to play. I would like
to discuss the following with you, but here's a starting point for discussion.
You can reasonably expect the following from me:

• To plan meaningful activities for every class session
• To respond thoughtfully and patiently to questions about the material or course concepts
• To provide detailed assignments in writing
•

•
•
•
•

To learn your name within about the first two weeks of class
To manage the classroom so that it is productive for everyone in the class, as much as
possible
To start class on time and end class on time
To discuss your performance with you, privately, as needed throughout the semester
To grade and return major essays no later than two weeks from the due date, with comments
to help you improve

Here's what I ask for in return:
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

Come to class on time.
If you must come late, do it right: come in quietly, take the closest open seat to the door,
don't say anything until you get oriented, and wait until a break or after class to ask about
what you missed.
As soon as you arrive in the classroom, get ready for class: get out the relevant readings,
your notebook, and something to write with.
Throughout class, keep your cell phone on silent and put away in a bag. Ditto for ear buds.
If you think you will have an emergency during class that will require you to leave the room
(because you are feeling ill or waiting for an important phone call, etc.), warn me before class
starts and sit close to the door.
During class, give your full attention to whatever we're discussing and to whomever is
speaking (yes, your classmates might say things that are important).
Take notes about whatever is important, new, surprising, confusing-don't wait for me to
tell you to take notes or for Powerpoint to come on the screen.
Treat your classmates and me with the same respect you would like to receive.

(
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Schedule
(subject to change)
Readings are due on the date listed. As we will discuss, "reading" means preparation.
Additional homework assignments will be made in class.
M Aug 19

Introductions

W Aug21

Plenary Session, Doudna Lecture Hall (1210 DF AC)
Alice in Wonderland pp. 1-61

F Aug 23

Alice in Wonderland pp. 62-99

M Aug 26

Through the Looking-Glass pp. 103-119

W Aug28

Through the Looking-Glass pp. 120-168

F Aug 30

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC; Through the Looking-Glass pp. 169-209

M Sept2

Labor Day observed-no classes

W Sept4

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

F Sept 6

Poetry (readings TBA)

M Sept 9

Poetry (readings TBA)

W Sept 11

Poetry (readings TBA)

F Sept 13

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC (poetry continued)

M Sept 16

Poetry (readings TBA)

W Sept 18

Poetry (readings TBA)

F Sept 20

Poetry (readings TBA)

MSept23

**Poetry explications due
Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

W Sept25

A Midsummer Night'.~ Dream Act I

F Sept 27

MND Act II

MSept30

MND Act III

WOct2

MND Acts IV-V

F Oct4

MND performance work

M Oct 7

MND performance work

WOct9

Mid-term exam

F Oct 11

Fall Break - no class

MOct14

Plenary session,

1210

DFACMND performances

...
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W Oct 16

Plenary session, 1210 DFACMND performances

F Oct 18

Plenary session, 1210 DFACMND performances. Read The Turn ofthe Screw
pp. 22-29

M Oct21

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC The Turn ofthe Screw pp. 29-78

W Oct23

The Turn ofthe Screw pp. 78-120; essay topics discussed in class

F Oct25

The Turn ofthe Screw, cultural documents, pp. 121-186

MOct28

Workshop/conferences TBA

WOct30

Workshop/conferences TBA

F Nov 1

Workshop/conferences TBA

MNov4

Workshop/conferences TBA

WNov6

Workshop/conferences TBA

FNov8

**Turn of the Screw essay due

M Nov 11

Geek Love pp. 3-73

WNov 13

GeekLove pp. 74-116

F Nov 15

Geek Love pp. 117-166

M Nov 18

Geek Love pp. 167-256

WNov20

Geek Love pp. 257-315

F Nov 22

Geek Love pp. 316-347
**Ringuette Cup submissions due

Nov 25-29

Thanksgiving Break- no class

MDec2

Plenary session, 1210 DFAC

WDec4

Poetry performances

FDec6

Poetry performances

